
Here are 20 reasons to keep your child in Montessori for the Kindergarten year 
complimentary of The Montessori Children’s Foundation. 

1. Kindergarten is not the start of schooling. By five, most Montessori children will 
begin to read, and many will be introduced to multiplication and division. 

2. The third (or Kindergarten) year is the time when many of the earlier lessons 
come together and become a permanent part of the young child’s understanding. 
An excellent example is the early introduction to addition with large numbers 
through the bank game. When children leave Montessori at age five, many of 
their still-forming concepts evaporate, just as a child living overseas will learn 
to speak two languages, but many quickly lose the second language if his family 
moves back home. 

3. As a five-year-old, your child has many opportunities to teach the younger 
children lessons that he learned when he was their age. Research proves that 
this experience has powerful benefits for mentors and the mentored. 

4. Your children already know most of their classmates. They have grown up in a 
safe, supportive classroom setting. And having spent two years together, your 
child’s teachers know them very, very well. 

5. Five-year-olds have a real sense of running their classroom community. 
6. Montessori children learn how to learn – and they learn to love learning 
7. In Montessori, your children can continue to progress at their own pace. In 

traditional Kindergarten, they will have to wait while the other children begin to 
catch up. 

8. If your child has been treated with a deep respect as a unique individual. The 
school has been equally concerned for his intellectual, social, and emotional 
development. 

9. If your child goes on to another school, he will spend the first half of the year just 
getting used to the new educational approach. 

10.Montessori schools are warm and supportive communities if students, teachers, 
and parents. Children can’t easily slip through the cracks! 

11.Montessori teaches children to be kind and peaceful 
12.Montessori is consciously designed to recognize and address different learning 

styles, helping students learn to study most effectively. 
13.Montessori math is based on the European tradition of unified mathematics. 

Basic geometry is introduced at a young age. 
14.Even in Kindergarten, Montessori children are studying cultural geography and 

beginning to grow into global citizens. 
15.Our goal is to develop students who really understand their schoolwork. 

Learning is not focused on tote drill and memorization. Students learn through 



hands-on experience, investigation, and research. They become actively 
engaged in their studies, rather than passively waiting to be spoonfed. 

16.We challenge and set high expectations for all our students, not only a special 
few. Students develop self-discipline and an internal sense of purpose and 
motivation. 

17.The Montessori curriculum is carefully structured and integrated to demonstrate 
the connections among the different subject areas. Every class teaches critical 
thinking, composition, and research. History lessons link architecture, the arts, 
and science. 

18.Students learn to care about others through community service. 
19.Students in Montessori schools are not afraid of making mistakes because 

they have learned how to self-correct; they see them as natural steps in the 
learning process. 

20.Students learn to collaborate and work together in learning and on major 
projects. They strive for their personal best, rather than compete against another 
for the highest grade in their class 

 

Children entering a Montessori school at the Kindergarten level are generally entering at the 
end of the "early childhood" phase, 

As with all Montessori curriculum, kindergarten supports the social, emotional, cognitive, 
and physical development of the child. Teachers encourage students to explore and use 
materials at their own developmental level and pace. The teachers thoughtfully prepare the 
classroom environment to invite curiosity and stimulate learning. By making independent 
choices, the child develops self- motivation, self-regulation, and problem-solving skills. 
Children move from the concrete to the abstract through manipulating, experimenting, and 
discovering. Teachers find many opportunities to refer children to one another; adults 
support students’ spontaneous cooperative efforts. 

COGNITIVE 

A child entering a Kindergarten Montessori program will develop cognitively in a number of 
ways. Language skills such as reading comprehension, spelling and writing, and verbal 
speech are all supported through the integrated curriculum. Letters are taught first by their 
sound, rather than their "name," which leads seamlessly to reading. Kindergarten students 



progress from tracing letters to writing on their own, and from sounding out individual letters, 
to reading stories. Students also progress through math concepts, by utilizing manipulatives. 
Students learn not only to count, but the concept of quantity based on how many physical 
objects they have. Students learn skills in numeration, place value, and the mathematical 
operations. Kindergarten students begin to develop abstract math skills, based off of the 
concrete work they've done during their work blocks. Students learn concepts of physical 
science through observation and experimentation. Montessori science education 
emphasizes the connection between humans and the surrounding environment. 
Kindergarten students also study world cultures and geography. Montessori map puzzles 
are a common sight in the hands of a Kindergarten student, and these skills are 
complemented by learning about history, music, food, and art from around the world. 

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL 

Kindergarten students develop socially throughout their Montessori curriculum. Students 
learn the concepts of Grace and Courtesy, and display respect and kindness through their 
interactions with each other and their environment. Children are given the independence to 
select their own work and materials, and are expected to replace their materials out of 
respect for the classroom and their classmates. When given this responsibility from a young 
age, the Kindergarten student will rise to the occasion, and take pride in not only their work, 
but their independence. One of the most important takeaways from early childhood 
Montessori methods is the ability to concentrate. Kindergarten students work both 
collaboratively and independently, but sustained, independent concentration is a skill that 
children naturally gravitate towards, as it is the basis of further learning and play. 
Kindergarten students have the ability to concentrate on complex tasks, and transition from 
one task to another when they are comfortable with the results. Students also learn to 
understand their own emotions, both when they are feeling positive and when they are 
feeling down. Students also learn to express their emotions, and take into consideration the 
emotions of others. 

PHYSICAL 

Throughout the early elementary cycle, and the Kindergarten year, students develop the 
physical skills needed to reach the next level of their education. Students learn to control 
their bodies, and navigate the classroom with grace and consideration for others. Students 
also learn the dexterity skills needed to write and draw through increasingly demanding 

https://carrotsareorange.com/grace-and-courtesy
http://www.howwemontessori.com/how-we-montessori/2014/06/the-first-essential-concentration-.html


physical tasks. Kindergarten Montessori students can manipulate writing utensils and 
paintbrushes, and have developed the dexterity to write, draw, cut with scissors or a knife, 
and generally understand the way their body interacts with the physical environment. 
Montessori students use real materials so that they can learn how these materials will react 
in the future. Children gravitate towards real materials, and concrete actions when 
presented the option. Children learn how to develop and utilize these skills through carefully 
planned activities and lessons. This accelerates the development of key physical skills that 
assist with the overall learning experience. 

So you made the hard decision: you found a Montessori program that you love! 

You’re happy, your child is happy, everyone can settle down and enjoy the ride, 

right? Not so fast! There’s a big decision coming up. It seems far away at first, 

because — c’mon — one milestone at a time, please! But, sooner than you’d 

like to face it, it will be here: it’s time to think about kindergarten. The 

Montessori kindergarten experience is unique and, before you dismiss it 

(because, public school is FREE!) take the time to understand what is actually 

happening during this final year in an authentic Montessori program. 

The Montessori kindergarten year, is a big one. If we think of preschool as the 

gathering of ingredients, and pre-k as the mixing of ingredients, then we can 

liken kindergarten to putting the pan into the oven and pulling out a CAKE!  

The Three-Year Cycle 

Dr. Montessori identified four distinct periods of growth, called the Planes of 

Development. They are approximately 0-6 years, 6-12 years, 12-18 years, and 

18-24 years. Within each six year period, there are two, three-year cycles and 

they can be roughly summed up with the familiar concept of “beginner, 

intermediate, and advanced.” 



The basic concept is that we move through cycles of development, building 

upon, and perfecting, that which came before. And every few years, we start 

out again as a beginner in a new phase of development. We do that over and 

over again until our adult brains are fully developed. And even then, if we’re 

doing it right, we keep learning, growing, as we age. 

In a Montessori preschool program, the 3 to 6 age range is evident in our 

mixed-age classrooms. Those children are experiencing their three-year cycle 

together in the following ways: 

● Beginner  
○ The preschool year, from age 3 to 4.  
○ Lots of new information, lots of new experiences, lots to see 

and do. 
○ Attention is largely inward; self-focused 
○ Looks up to older peers, as one would an older sibling 
○ Learns through hands-on experience and observation 

● Intermediate 
○ The pre-kindergarten year, from age 4 to 5.  
○ Taking that foundation of information and making sense of 

it.  
○ Learning to organize and create order  
○ Strengthening bonds with peers, finding their “place” in the 

classroom environment 
○ Learns through experimentation and observation 

● Advanced 
○ The kindergarten year, from age 5 to 6.  
○ Emphasis on practice, refinement, and mastery 
○ Adopts the role of Leader in the classroom and among peers 
○ Builds confidence 
○ Develops strong peer bonds, relates comfortably to teachers 

and adults 
○ Attention turns outwards  

https://childrenshouse-montessori.com/2020/01/21/why-are-montessori-classrooms-mixed-age/


○ Develops interest in and begins to understand more larger 
matters relating to our world 

○ Learns through teaching, experiencing, reflecting, and 
talking — lots and lots of talking! 

It All Comes Together 

Montessori is a sequential program that moves from concrete to abstract; from 

simple to complex. This can most easily be seen in the math and language 

materials, where a foundation is first laid and then built upon, but it exists 

throughout the classroom.  Children spend two years experimenting and 

discovering. Kindergarten is where they master what they have only just begun 

to learn.  

By the end of the Montessori kindergarten year it is not uncommon for 

children to be reading and doing complex math operations. They might be 

bringing home creative writing stories or booklets filled with math facts. This 

doesn’t just happen simply because they are in kindergarten. It happens 

because two years of work has come before it.  

Two years of counting, sorting, and hands-on experience with math: 

numerals, quantities, thousands, hundreds, tens, units, and more! Not to 

mention two years of sounds, letters, tracking from left to right (the entire 

classroom and all lessons are organized this way), and a language-rich 

environment. Montessori kindergarteners are writers and readers and math 

lovers! 



There are the Practical Life activities (scrubbing, polishing, pouring, sewing) 

that have instilled the importance of organization, completing multi-step 

activities, and attention to detail. And the Sensorial materials that have trained 

their eyes to discern slight variances in shape, color, size, texture, and even 

smell and sound. 

Let’s not forget the Science and Geography lessons and materials that provided 

a foundational understanding of our Earth and our natural world. 

Kindergarteners are enthusiastic animal lovers, passionate recyclers, and 

budding scientists. 

And the Art? Two years of creative art opportunities are just the tip of the 

iceberg. They’ve learned the basics of color, shape, and technique. Now 

Kindergarten Art is coming and it’s the highlight of their third year. 

The Importance of Closure 

Have you ever had an experience cut short on you? Maybe you were working on 

a project and your boss came up and said the project had been scrapped due to 

lack of funding. Or you played sports in high school and had to sit out the last 

half of your senior year, due to an injury.  

Closure is so important for us, as human beings. We like things wrapped up. It 

makes sense to us. We plan for it and seek it out and your child is no different. 

The kindergarten year provides closure for both the child and their family. It’s 

the tying up of the bows and the crossing of “t”s and dotting of “i”s. It’s a 

logical end to a natural cycle. We close out the year sad to say goodbye, but 

satisfied at a job well-done. It’s time to move on. 

https://childrenshouse-montessori.com/2019/03/25/our-kindergarten-art-program/


The ingredients have been gathered and the batter has been mixed. When 

children are allowed the opportunity to complete their third year, they get to 

eat the CAKE! 

When You’re On the Fence 

For many families the question of whether or not to send their child to a 

Montessori kindergarten program boils down to a couple of basic (and 

important) details: time and money. Maybe you have older children already in 

elementary school and it would be easier to put them all on the bus in the 

morning. Or perhaps you have a younger child who’s ready for preschool, but 

the cost of multiple children in the program is prohibitive. 

If you’re on the fence about whether or not to enroll your child for their 

Montessori kindergarten year, talk to their teacher. Get an understanding of 

where your child is within the three-year cycle. What are they working on and 

what is coming next?  

After two years in the classroom, your child’s teacher knows them really well! 

They can tell you what to expect for the remainder of the current school year 

and what their kindergarten year might entail. While we don’t have a magic 

crystal ball to predict the future, years of training and experience come in 

handy when it comes to anticipating how a child will fare during their 

kindergarten year. We know their likes and dislikes and can tell you what 

aspects of the Montessori kindergarten program will be both challenging and 

delightful for your child. 

If finances are a concern, speak with the school’s director. Chances are they’ve 

had many families in a similar situation, and they might be able to offer 



financial assistance in the form of a modified tuition payment plan, reduced 

tuition in exchange for professional services, or a multi-student discount. The 

success of a school’s Montessori program depends on a thriving, three-year 

cycle. We want your child to stay for kindergarten just as much as you do! 

 
 


